
AAMC Town Hall
February 8, 2022

Summary of AAMC vs Mills College Litigation



Mission of the AAMC

• The AAMC is an independent, inclusive community actively promoting 
the interests of its constituency with information, participation, and 
life-long connections and learning. The AAMC encourages the growth 
of Mills as an undergraduate college for women and a graduate 
institution for women and men at the forefront of higher education.



In 2017 Beth Hillman told the BOG:

“The College has the ability to survive for 25 
years” 

There is “no thought of going co-ed.” 

For more information: www.aamc-mills.org



March 17, 2021

•Mills College would stop granting degrees in 
2023

•Would begin a “Teach-Out” program

•Would transition into an Institute



Alumnae Trustees 2020-2021 term

•Viji Nakka-Cammauf, Pres of the AAMC
•Dr. Adrienne Foster
•Deborah Wood, Esq.
•Tara Singh
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APRIL 2021
• Greenberg Traurig was hired
• Ad Hoc Committee formed:
• The Four Alumnae Trustees

• Viji Nakka Cammauf, Adrienne Foster, Debi Wood, Tara, Singh

• Alexa Pagonas, ‘91 VP of BOG
• Rachael Meny, Esq. ‘93
• Susan Ardisson, Esq. ‘77 / Former Alumnae Trustee 

Survey of AAMC  was Conducted 

AAMC Demand Letter Presented 



MAY 2021

Alumnae Trustees Lacked Information they 
needed!

Faculty vote NO CONFIDENCE in Beth Hillman 
and the BOT Exec Comm

SaveMills and UCMills Present!



Complaint (aka Lawsuit) Filed

• ·  In simplest terms, the complaint gives the court a 
brief history of the college, its governance, and a 
summary of recent events, including the troubling 
March announcement. The complaint points out that 
the trustees are not being given full and complete 
information with which to evaluate the decisions 
…including full and complete financial information, 
potential conflicts of interest, and terms being 
considered with potential partners.



June 2021

Katie Sanborn, Chair of the Trustees met with the BOG
• No feasibility studies performed
• No comparisons to other Colleges
• No independent accountant, consultant or other person asked to 

review need to stop granting degrees



Temporary Restraining Order – to produce:
• A copy of materials provided to and correspondence with each of the 

potential Mills partners, including but limited to UC Berkeley and 
Northeastern
• A timeline of interactions and communications with Northeastern 

and any other potential partners
• Any assessments/reports pertaining to the recommendation to 

close/Teach Out
• Weekly or monthly cashflow projections for Fiscal Years 2022, 2023, 

and 2024, adjusted for 7% endowment payout and endowment loan
• Bank statements for the last 3 years
• Recent communications with First Republic Bank
• Comprehensive list of Mills assets and valuations.



The 2nd Temporary Restraining Order 



What the Judge said:



BOG votes to dismiss lawsuit: 



Changes

• No more ”Alumnae Trustee” – all members of the BOT are simply Trustees.

“Mills College” 
will no longer be on degrees 

after May 2022

After July 1, 2022 degrees will say:
Northeastern University.



Survey Results



Websites for more information:

www.aamc-mills.org

www.savemills.org www.mills.edu

www.All4Mills.com www.northeastern.edu



$ 625,428 raised between 3/17/21-1/31/22




